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National Historic Preservation Advocacy 
Week, preservationists from across the nation 
will honor Nellie Longsworth for her extraor-
dinary legacy. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Nellie Longsworth as a Pioneer in Pres-
ervation. 

f 

WELLS FARGO-APPLEWOOD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Wells Fargo- 
Applewood for achieving 25 years of out-
standing membership in the West Chamber 
serving Jefferson County. 

Membership in a Chamber of Commerce 
comes with commitment, dedication and con-
tribution to community. Chamber members are 
leaders in the community mentoring other 
businesses, creating positive environments for 
business to thrive. The West Chamber serving 
Jefferson County is a strong and vibrant orga-
nization today due to members like Wells 
Fargo-Applewood. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Wells Fargo-Applewood for 25 years of leader-
ship and inspiration you provide in our com-
munity. I look forward to many more years of 
your service. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF STUART 
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, this year, Stuart 
Country Day School of the Sacred Heart in 
Princeton, New Jersey celebrates its 50th an-
niversary as an independent, Catholic school 
that prepares young women for lives of leader-
ship and civic engagement. Stuart Country 
Day School prides itself on educating young 
women of all faiths and fostering in them the 
strength of individual thought and expression. 

Over the years, I have been fortunate to 
meet with the Stuart students who travel to 
Washington, DC and to take them on a tour of 
the Capitol Building. I am continuously im-
pressed with their interest in our country’s 
governance and with their insightful, inquisitive 
questions. After each visit, I come away in-
spired knowing they represent some of our 
country’s next generation of leaders. 

The success of the school and its students 
is not surprising. Even the main school build-
ing itself emphasizes the values of the school. 
Designed by New Jersey architect Jean 
Labatut 50 years ago, the building is immune 
to the changing fads and styles of our time. 
Original, warm, genuine, detailed down to the 
height of each step, adjusted for the demands 
of the 21st century, it is a model for emulation 
by other schools. And just like the building, its 
faculty and students embrace advancements 
in technology and pedagogy while remaining 
true to the personal faith, intellectual values, 
and social awareness so treasured by the Sa-
cred Heart community. 

I congratulate Stuart Country Day School of 
the Sacred Heart for fifty years of fostering 
young women to reach their full potential and 
become their better selves. May the next 50 
years bring the same success and see gen-
erations of students develop into successful, 
upstanding citizens. 

f 

HONORING JAMES R. FIGGS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an extraordinary Black 
History honoree, Mr. James R. Figgs. 

Mr. Figgs is an activist for the Civil Rights 
Movement of Mississippi and the United 
States. He has participated in so many activi-
ties of discrimination against people of color. 
Mr. Figgs was involved with the late Medgar 
Evers of the NAACP Council Member through 
Voter Registration. Blacks were not able to 
register, because of their inability to pass a 
written exam. 

He was involved as a youth college student 
and as an employee of several organizations. 
Mr. Figgs’ mother, Ruth E. Figgs, instilled in 
him as a little boy to always stand up for his 
rights. His mother was also a Civil Rights 
Leader in Marks, MS. 

Mr. Figgs has dedicated his entire life to 
working to make life a better place for the 
people of color. 

Now Mr. Figgs is 71 years old and still fight-
ing for just cause. For the past 45 years, he 
has been fighting for the rights of people, 
equal opportunities for jobs without discrimina-
tion, housing and protection from police bru-
tality. 

Mr. Figgs was a part of several marches 
and just to name a few, marched to free Nel-
son Mandela and marched to make sure poor 
people had an opportunity to register and 
vote. Mr. Figgs stated that he has been 
marching and petitioning in Mississippi all of 
his entire adult life. 

He learned from and worked for the late 
Aaron E. Henry, of the Mississippi NAACP 
and the late Ben L. Hooks, the National Direc-
tor of the NAACP for 16 years. Mr. Figgs is 
still on the battlefield fighting until all of the 
dreams of the Civil Rights Leaders become a 
reality. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. James R. Figgs for his 
dedication, hard work and being a part of 
history. 

f 

WELLS FARGO-GOLDEN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Wells Fargo- 
Golden for achieving 25 years of outstanding 
membership in the West Chamber serving Jef-
ferson County. 

Membership in a Chamber of Commerce 
comes with commitment, dedication and con-
tribution to community. Chamber members are 

leaders in the community mentoring other 
businesses, creating positive environments for 
business to thrive. The West Chamber serving 
Jefferson County is a strong and vibrant orga-
nization today due to members like Wells 
Fargo-Golden. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Wells Fargo-Golden for 25 years of leadership 
and inspiration you provide in our community. 
I look forward to many more years of your 
service. 

f 

HOUSTON RODEO 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it’s no se-
cret that March is the month for Texas. Start-
ing with the Texas Declaration of Independ-
ence on March 2, the fall of the defenders of 
the Alamo on March 6, and one of my per-
sonal favorite times of the year: the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo—the world’s larg-
est rodeo. All in the same week, Houston sad-
dles up to reflect on Texas history and partake 
in the Houston Livestock Show, where millions 
of people flock to from all over the world for 
this one-of-a-kind Texas tradition. 

Everyone knows about the Texas stereo-
type. When ‘‘Northeasterners’’ find out I’m 
from Texas, often times I am asked if people 
ride horses around town and if cowboy boots 
are worn every day. The truth is, during the 
Rodeo season, that stereotype comes to life. 
You bet you’ll see trial riders parading through 
downtown Houston. Most years, it’s on Texas 
Avenue, the historic street built to accommo-
date the early longhorn cattle drives coming to 
town on their way to the rail station. 

Fun and games set aside, there is a very 
rich history behind the Houston Rodeo, in par-
ticular. The tradition began in 1931 when a 
few men came up with a unique idea to get to-
gether and have a ‘‘Fat Stock Show.’’ As 
strange as it might have sounded back then, 
the idea worked. Year after year, the show 
grew a little more. It used to be held in the 
Sam Houston Coliseum but has since been 
housed in different locations. I’ll never forget 
the first year the show made its way to the As-
trodome before officially landing at Reliant 
Park. Not to mention when the country music 
king, George Strait, honored and thanked the 
Astrodome for hosting so many years of the 
Houston Rodeo. He sang his famous ‘‘Cowboy 
Rides Away.’’ Other famous artists who have 
performed include Elvis Presley, Roy Rogers, 
Gene Autry and my all-time favorite, Charlie 
Pride. 

To think that just a handful of men made it 
their mission to show off their livestock and 
share their passion of agriculture with Texas 
83 years ago is fascinating. Not knowing the 
fate of their simple idea, the rodeo has 
evolved into the world’s biggest and best- 
known livestock exhibition, the largest regular- 
season rodeo, some of the best musical per-
formers, and the city’s most popular and pop-
ular occasions. Additionally, the rodeo holds 
everything from the world’s largest barbeque 
cook-off to a Texas-size fair. 

Each year, Houston experiences a signifi-
cant economic lift. With the millions of people 
who travel to Houston for the rodeo, the city 
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counts on a nice boost. Texans know how to 
show the tourists a good time and make them-
selves a pretty good living. The show itself 
has brought in more than $320 million in the 
past years and has created more than 7,000 
full-time jobs. Not to brag but this is something 
Texans should take the utmost pride in. 

The men of the Houston Rodeo are also 
known as the ‘‘founding fathers.’’ In 1930, they 
wanted to create more than just a rodeo. To 
put it simply, they wanted a rodeo with a pur-
pose so they created a charitable event that 
contributed to the educational and scientific 
advancement of Texas agriculture. Throughout 
the history of the Rodeo, it has awarded $300 
million to Texas youth in various forms, such 
as scholarships and educational programs. 
The best part is, all the work is done by sev-
eral hundred generous volunteers. 

As Texans put on their cowboy hats and 
boots, and saddle up for the rodeo, a Texas- 
sized thank you goes out to all of the thou-
sands of volunteers who make the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo a success. For 
those who have never been, this is like the 
Texas version of Mardi Gras, but with cowboy 
hats. And there’s nothing quite like it. For Tex-
ans, it’s their cultural duty to attend. Every 
year, they know it’s a good time comin’. God 
bless Texas. And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY 28TH, 
2014 AS RARE DISEASE DAY 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, Friday, February 
28, 2014 was Rare Disease Day. And that is 
why I rise to let Americans know the impor-
tance of research, recognition and advocacy 
that is critical for individuals facing a rare dis-
ease diagnosis—and their families. The over 
6000 rare disease can be characterized by a 
large range of disorders and symptoms, some 
of which are relatively common. In the United 
States, a disease is considered rare when it 
affects fewer than 200,000 persons, and 50% 
of rare diseases affect children. 

While we have made important stride in the 
diagnosis and treatment of many rare dis-
eases, far too many remind without any treat-
ment or cure. Additionally, these individuals 
are too-often misdiagnosed, or given the 
wrong treatments due to a lack of scientific 
knowledge and information. 

Despite these troubling facts, there is some 
good news. Scientific progress continues to 
make it possible to cure previously-untreatable 
conditions. For example, the Ear Foundation 
of Santa Barbara, California has recently done 
ground-breaking research into Patulous Eusta-
chian Tube (pET) dysfunction. This rare dis-
ease occurs as a result of the Eustachian tube 
in the ear continuously staying open. Because 
symptoms include a feeling of ear fullness or 
oceanic roaring sounds, many physicians are 
unaware of the disorder and as such are un-
able to properly diagnose. Thanks to similar 
research organizations, patient groups, private 
foundations, and federal research leaders like 
the National Institute of Health (NIH), patients 
with rare conditions are finding increased re-
lief. 

Additionally, Congress has been making 
moves to encourage better coordination 

among researchers to develop cures and 
treatments for rare diseases. For example, the 
National Pediatric Research Network Act, a bi-
partisan law I co-authored with Congress-
woman McMorris-Rodgers from Washington, 
was an important step to facilitate the creation 
of pediatric research consortia through NIH fo-
cused on improving pediatric disease re-
search, with a special emphasis on rare dis-
eases like spinal muscular atrophy (SMA). 
With better coordination, researchers can 
quickly share best practices while fostering 
partnerships to make research and clinical 
trials more accessible to those afflicted. 

The next step that Congress should take to 
support individuals with rare diseases is to 
pass H.R. 460, the Patient’s Access to Treat-
ment Act (PATA), into law. This bipartisan bill 
that I coauthored with Congressman MCKINLEY 
from West Virginia would stop insurance com-
panies from moving vital medications—often 
treatment for rare disorders—into costly ‘‘spe-
cialty tiers,’’ ending a significant financial bar-
rier for insured individuals to access the care 
they need. With over eighty cosponsors thus 
far, this bill has the opportunity to affect posi-
tive change in the lives of thousands of pa-
tients and their families. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me as a cosponsor of this leg-
islation to support all Americans currently liv-
ing with rare diseases and those who will be 
diagnosed in the future. 

f 

B J HAMBLETON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud B J 
Hambleton for receiving the Ambassador of 
the Year award from the West Chamber serv-
ing Jefferson County. 

The West Chamber Ambassadors are the 
hospitality arm of the Chamber. They help 
members by inviting them to events, intro-
ducing them to each other and making new 
members feel a part of the West Chamber 
family more quickly. 

B J has been an Ambassador since 2009, 
and when it comes to helping out, B J is the 
first person to volunteer. She is dedicated to 
helping members get the most out of their 
membership. You can find B J staffing the reg-
istration tables at most Chamber events, and 
she is known for her quick response to the 
many questions members ask. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to B J 
Hambleton for her well-deserved honor from 
the West Chamber serving Jefferson County. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING ST. GABRIEL MERCY 
CENTER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Civil 

Rights Organization, St. Gabriel Mercy Center 
in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. 

On November 9, 1948 Father John W. Bow-
man was appointed head of the project mis-
sion in Mound Bayou. In 1949 St. Gabriel Par-
ish began. Five acres of land were given to 
the Catholic Church and five acres were pur-
chased by Father John. 

On September 7, 1954 St. Gabriel Mission 
School for kindergarten through eighth grade 
was founded by the Oblate Sisters of Provi-
dence of Baltimore, Maryland, who were the 
first successful Roman Catholic sisterhood in 
the world established by women of African de-
scent. The sisters had been invited to Mound 
Bayou by the Society of Divine Word Fathers 
under Father John Bowman. 

The high school was added in 1958 and 
closed in 1961. The present church was built 
in 1960 and the convent was built in 1962. 

After 30 years the Oblate sisters left and 
were followed by the Sisters of St. Agnes of 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, who stayed five 
years; following from 1990–2001 by the Mis-
sionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart from 
Reading, Pennsylvania, who opened an early 
childhood school after the grade school 
closed. 

In 1994 the upper grades closed and the 
Early Childhood School opened for ages two 
through four year olds. In 1995 Sister Helen 
Papan, a Certified Parents as Teachers Edu-
cator, arrived and started a parenting program. 

In 1997, the Gabriel Center was opened by 
Christian Brother Tom Geraghty and in 1999 
three Sisters of Mercy arrived. In 2001 the 
early childhood school closed and the building 
became a community center for the citizens of 
Mound Bayou to continue their legacy of being 
an asset to an improvised community. The 
current Executive Director, Sister Donald Mary 
Lynch, joined St. Gabriel Mercy Center in 
2001 and continued to expand on program of-
ferings. 

In 2002 the Mound Bayou County Library 
opened in the center. The library closed in 
2010 due to renovations of the center and was 
relocated and reopened in 2011 to its current 
location in the Mound Bayou Community Facil-
ity Building. Sister Donald Mary Lynch is very 
involved in the community of Mound Bayou: 
working with school officials, former and cur-
rent city officials, partnering with the local 
AARP chapter, working with the Taborian 
Project, serving on Congressman Thompson’s 
Military Advisory Board and other civic organi-
zations. 

St. Gabriel Mercy Center offers numerous 
programs and services to the community of 
Mound Bayou and the surrounding commu-
nities such as: the Parent Education and Fam-
ily Support program, which serves families 
throughout pregnancy until children reach the 
age of three; Parent Educators visit the new 
family in their home each month; Senior Out-
reach Program; Parents as Teachers; GED 
Program; St. Gabriel’s Closet; Computer and 
Learning Lab; and Basic Emergency Needs & 
Jobs Opportunities Programs. 

St. Gabriel Mercy Center continues the leg-
acy of being a forerunner as a champion of 
civil rights, offering opportunities for the less 
fortunate, when others are afraid to take the 
lead. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an amazing Civil Rights Organi-
zation for their dedication for change and 
equality. 
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